
Good afternoon Honor Band Members and Families!  

We appreciate your understanding as we tried to correct a number of technical difficulties 
that are being experienced while using the MusicFirst platform. Now that we have those 
issues resolved, we are ready to release the June mailing and next homework assignment. 

 

JUNE PAYMENT REMINDER 
All monthly payments are made in your trip account with the Music Travel Consultants 
system. Visit www.musictravel.com to make the monthly payment if you have not already 
done so. Your accounts should have $1,435 paid. The next $365 payment is due on July 1. 

MEMBER LIST ONLINE 
The member list is now available online. Check out 
https://marching.musicforall.org/rose/previous-members/ to read more! 

 

MUSIC 

We’re so excited to start working on the music for our performances in Pasadena! 
Remember, most preparation takes place remotely. When we come together in California, 
you will want to be at your very best and ready to rise to the challenge of performing as one. 

The theme of the 2026 Rose Parade is “The Magic of Teamwork”. The Tournament of Roses 
president, Mark Leavens, chose this theme because it celebrates a sense of 
accomplishment in knowing that “by working together, we can collectively achieve 
outcomes so much richer than we can ever experience as individuals.” Read more. 

As band members, this theme resonates on a deeper level. Everything about being a band 
member is teamwork and working together to achieve a goal. Your band directors Mr. 
Saucedo, and Dr. Gustafson-Hinds worked to choose pieces of music that connected to 
the parade theme, and connected with the Honor Band. 

Below is the list of music and a little bit about why we choose these songs for the 2026 
Honor Band in the Rose Parade, and any rehearsal notes. 

Parade Music 

“We’re An American Band” arr. by Tom Wallace 

• This song is a celebration of American rock and roll. Don Brewer of Grand Funk 
Railroad wrote this song about the band’s touring life, and they wanted to share the 
importance of connecting with audiences who were listening to their music. 

https://marching.musicforall.org/rose/previous-members/
https://tournamentofroses.com/2026-theme-announcement/


“Times Like These” 

• The Foo Fighters’ “Times Like These” is a song about navigating uncertainty, finding 
strength though adversity and the cyclical nature of life. The repetitive nature of the 
lyrics suggest that even in these challenging periods, there is an opportunity for 
optimism. 

“Reflections of Earth” arr. by Saucedo & Walker  

• This is the soundtrack for the Disney World nighttime spectacular IllumiNations: 
Reflections of Earth at EPCOT. The show and it’s music aim to demonstrate how 
humanity comes together to build a better future, and seeks to inspire feelings of 
unity, hope and optimism for the future. 

Drumline Cadence 

• REHEARSAL NOTES: 
-Snares should all learn Snare A – we will rotate at Grand Nationals. 
-Top 5 bass drums play the written splits, all other/lower bass drums play unisons 
only - who plays what drum will be determined at GN (based on body size and 
ability). 
-The tap off start at 132 and ritards to 16 for the 57 second cadence (option repeat if 
needed) and then accels back to 132 during the roll off. 
-Cymbal stems up = split, stems down = unison (splits TBD at GN). 

 

Bandfest and Parent Preview Performances 

“For Good” from Wicked, arr. Saucedo 

• The phrase “for good” often signifies a lasting change or impact, but can also refer to 
a change for the better. In Wicked, this song celebrates the lasting impact that 
Elphaba and Glinda have on each other’s lives through the experiences they have 
together. This instrumental and vocal song will be out “anthem” and a moment of 
unity that we share, hopefully allowing all of you to reflect on this experience and the 
lasting impact you will share. 

• REHEARSAL NOTES: Everyone should download and learn the vocal part that best 
fits their range. Wind players will also have instrumental sheet music to learn.  

 

JUNE TO-DO LIST 



• Download your parts from DropBox. 
Please choose parts that are comfortable for you in your range, as we need great 
players on ALL PARTS, not just the 1st Parts! We encourage you to play the part that 
you play in your home band program. 

• Listen to the recordings (in the Dropbox folder)- use them to aid your practice! 
• Download the “Tonal Energy Tuner” on your smartphone. (suggested) 

This tuner can assist your preparation in many ways, as it includes a metronome 
along with the tuner. It is very affordable for all smartphones and has the ability to 
use “pure or just” tuning, which is really helpful for wind instruments. 

• Log into MusicFirst to complete the June Homework Assignment and submit 
your videos by July 10 (Winds and Percussion Only). 
Our faculty members are going to review these assignments after the submission 
deadline, provide notes and re-assign parts if necessary. More detailed instructions 
on this assignment can be found in MusicFirst. 

o Note:  
Drumline Members – There is only cadence music available. Our percussion 
faculty wants you to learn this first because it is the “heartbeat” of the band 
and will be played the most. 
Color Guard Members - Choreography is still being written – there are no 
assignments for you at this time. However, it is imperative that you listen to 
the recordings and start learning the music the band will be playing. 

o IF YOU ARE HAVING TROUBLE SUBMITTING YOUR VIDEOS, please try 
these preliminary troubleshooting steps to rule them out: 

▪ Restart your device 
▪ Clear the site data 
▪ Make sure the Chrome browser is fully updated 
▪ Close out of any other tabs for optimal internet connection 
▪ Is possible, try on another device, network, and/or browser to see if 

the issue persists. 
▪ NOTE: We were able to upload a 55 minute, large file format video to 

our platform, so it’s not a file size issue. Most issues are caused by 
disruptions in internet connection.  

DROPBOX LINK FOR MUSIC AND RECORDINGS: 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/penhxisn71xqym75srjrz/ABnLCJFh3G7yYsLYiaM5H7s?rlk
ey=3ja26hqazc7dtu1dwwev9q8wo&st=cclrohq9&dl=0 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.google.com%2Faccounts%2Fanswer%2F32050%3Fhl%3Den%26co%3DGENIE.Platform%253DDesktop&data=05%7C02%7Cjessica.s%40musicforall.org%7C04c0433a10544d2d669a08dda9eb5b48%7C720ef2d2a6e341d3907eeaa242cadd73%7C0%7C0%7C638853550541453651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pDPCmgETm6hgorZVf4wEnz%2FSoWMIX3ISM%2F1z9%2Bk4wBc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/penhxisn71xqym75srjrz/ABnLCJFh3G7yYsLYiaM5H7s?rlkey=3ja26hqazc7dtu1dwwev9q8wo&st=cclrohq9&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/penhxisn71xqym75srjrz/ABnLCJFh3G7yYsLYiaM5H7s?rlkey=3ja26hqazc7dtu1dwwev9q8wo&st=cclrohq9&dl=0


ADDITIONAL UPDATES 

UNIFORM MEASUREMENT FORM 
Due to changes to the uniform design, the Uniform Measurement Form is not available yet. 
More information will be shared when it is ready. 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS 
Due to the overwhelming number of applications for scholarships, our evaluators are still 
reading through and determining scholarship recipients. All applicants will be notified of 
their status via email. 

MEMBERSHIP HANDBOOK 
Due to long planning trajectory and the number of Partners that we engage with to operate 
this event, there are some changes to the dates and deadlines that were originally 
published.  

We have updated the Membership Handbook, and posted it online. Please continue to 
reference the Member Documents website for the most up to date information at the 
beginning of each month. 

If you have any questions, please let us know. 
Music for All Staff 

https://marching.musicforall.org/rose/member-documents/

